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1) Pierce County has completed CMZ studies 
on 5 major rivers;

2) Studies based on 2003 DOE guidance;

3) Pierce Co. regulates CMZôs as floodways;

4) Considerable citizen complaints;

5) Citizenôs Advisory Committee (CAC) was 
created by County Council;

Background



Provide Recommendations to Council in 
the following areas

1) CMZ Mapping Standards;

2) CMZ Regulations;

3) Notification Process 

4) Other areas 

CAC Objectives 



ÁCommittee make-up ended up weighted by 
citizens with river property interests;

ÁOne year process of monthly meetings;

ÁRecommendations have been drafted and 
are now being given to Council

CAC Process 



ÁChange mapping to recognize levees;

ÁMake regulations less stringent;

ÁIndividual property mailing should be 
required before any new study or 
regulation change;

ÁInfrastructure improvements and 
maintenance levels should be increased;

CAC Recommendations 



ÁCommittee membership needed more 
balance;

ÁCMZ hazards are more difficult to grasp 
than flood hazards;

ÁThere are technical policies that need to be 
worked out;

ÁThere are major perspective issues on how 
CMZ/flood hazards should be effectively 
managed;

Lessons Learned 



Channel Migration vs. Man-made Structure


