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Flood  & Levee History

1906 ïLargest flood of record  at available gages, no dams 

1913 ïDiking District No. 1 builds first Yakima levees

1933 ïFlood of record & damages, all BOR dams constructed

1947 ïCOE builds levees

1948 ïMay flood & damages prior to completion

1949 ïCOE repairs damaged levees

1959 ïYakima builds WWTP levee ïPL84-99*

1972, 74, 75, 77 ïlarge floods, multiple levees, PL 84-99

1974 ïFEMA flood maps developed, NFIP started

1975 ïCounty raises levees

1977 ïCOE flood damage reduction study - Union Gap

1983 ïCounty raises & armors levees

1990, 93, 96, 97 ïlarge floods, post 1994 levee raises

1997 Federally Authorized Project & revised FEMA mapping

* Levee repaired 9 times since construction



Current County levees

Flood Plains

Levees �98.6 miles Federally 

Authorized project levees

�96.5 miles PL84-99 

certified levees

�96.7 miles non-certified 

levees

�9City of Yakima 

protected to 100 year

�9Over 50 drainage 

facilities along Yakima R.

�9Exposure behind levees 

increasing


