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The reasons for this study:

The Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW) is responsible for 
preserving, protecting, and perpetuating 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ 
accordance with state law (Chapters 75 and 
77 Revised Code of Washington, 2008). 

This responsibility includes preserving and 
protecting sufficient habitat to ensure the 
abundance, distribution, and diversity of 
fish and wildlife 



High flows provide functions 
important for stream habitat 
such as channel flushing, 
sediment transport, wood 
recruitment, and 
maintenance of riparian and 
floodplain habitat 







Instream flow recommendations for 
habitat protection include: 

1.  high flow pulses and flushing 
flows for in-channel functions, 

2.  channel maintenance flowsfor in-
channel and riparian functions, and 

3.  channel forming flowsfor side-
channel and floodplain functions 



First stage flushing flow and fish migration flow on the NF Skokomish River near 
Potlatch. 600 cfs



High Flows on the NF Skokomish River, near Potlatch. Note turbidity and suspended 
sediment transport. 1600 cfs.


