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Why Does National Wildlife Federation
Care about Floodplains?




National Wildlife Federation
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A Mission:

I Inspire Americans to protect
wildlifef or our ¢ hi

A Members:
T 4 million members: 48 affiliates

| Hunters; anglers; gardeners; outdoor
enthusiasts

" Republicans and Democrats

|
A Strengths:

I Science, policy, education, grassroots
mobilization, litigation
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A Drivers:
I Confront global warming (mitigation)

I Safeguard wildlife from the impacts of climate
change (adaptation)

I Connect people with nature EE
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A Climate Change is the most urgent threat
to fish, wildlife, and the natural resources
they need to survive




Floodplains = Habitat

ESA Listed Species:

A Puget Sound: Salmon, -~ _
steelhead and Orca e

A Florida: Key Deer -

A Oregon: Salmon

A California: Delta smelt, salmon, steelhead
A Atlantic coast: sea turtles

A Arizona: jaguar; southwestern willow
flycatcher; razorback sucker

A Hawaii: Shorebirds, turtles, monk seal




Climate Change Is Already Affecting Us

Temperature
has risen 1.5°
since 1900
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Source: Global Climate Change Impacts in the United
States. US Global Change Research Program, 2009.



Temperature will rise 2° to 11.5°F

1900 to 2008 observations % h

1900 to 2000 simulation : Changes are
Lower emissions scenario” relative to the
Higher emissions scenarnio

Even higher emissions scenario™ v 4 | 1960-1979
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Source: Global Climate Change Impacts in the United
States. US Global Change Research Program, 2009.




Annual Flood Damages

are Increasing
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Heaviest 5% of Precipitation Events
are Increasing
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Projected
changes in
precipitation
falling in the
heaviest 5

percent of daily
events.

Changes are
relative to the
1960-1979
average.

Source: Global Climate Change Impacts in the United
States. US Global Change Research Program, 2009.




Sea Level Rise will Cause Drastic
Habitat Loss in Pacific NW

Source: Glick, NWF, 2007

Scenario: 27.3 inches by 2100
A65% loss of estuarine beaches
A44% decline in tidal flats
A13% loss of inland fresh marsh
A25% loss of tidal fresh marsh
A12% loss of swamp
A52% loss of brackish marsh

ALoss of 1.5 million acres of
undeveloped dry land



