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Gap to Gap Introduction

The Yakima River near the Cities of Yakima and Union Gap has had a
reduction of floodplain extent and function.

Facilities that currently constrain the river include:
ÅFederal Levees constructed in 1947-48 by the US Army Corps of Engineers
ÅCity of Yakima Wastewater Treatment Plant Levee
ÅThe Diking Improvement District #1 Levee, constructed in 1972
ÅLƴǘŜǊǎǘŀǘŜ унΣ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфтлΩǎ ōȅ ²{5h¢ 

Repeated flood events  have resulted in several studies by the Corps of 
Engineers and Yakima County.  Each study has proposed reconfiguration of the 
federal and non-federal levee system to reduce potential levee erosion
and overtopping.

The 2007 Upper Yakima Comprehensive Flood Hazard Management Plan
recommended setting back the current levee system to reduce flood 
elevations, reduce erosion on levees,  enhance fish habitat and improve 
fluvial processes and function.
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